
6+1+10=Success 
Authors: Gilles Fortin, Mary Fortin, Anita Squier, Michelle Gotschall 
Grade/age level: The targeted level would be 4th grade students, Special Ed. Students and AIS students. The 
activities will be tiered to accommodate slower and more advanced learners resulting in a broader spectrum of 
student ages and abilities. 
Overview: 

This unit is designed to develop critical thinkers and writers throughout the school year using the 6+1 
Traits of Writing. Themes and writing genres would be developed on a monthly basis centered around specific 
picture books, which focus on all types of writing and a variety of genres.  

The picture books come from the Ruth Culham library of recommended readings for the use of 6+1 
Traits of Writing. Special attention will be given to provide Differentiated Instruction for Special Education 
students that are included in the Writing Block (Four Blocks) of the instructional day and attention in closing 
the gap between special education and regular education students.  
 
 
 
Aligning Math in Action with the New York State Mathematics Standard 3 
Authors: Mary Gertsch-Cochran, Sarah McCarty 
Grade: Odyssey School-Wide Enrichment 
Overview: 

Unlike a typical pilot project, this document takes existing units utilized in Math in Action and aligns 
them with New York State Core Curriculum for Mathematics. Therefore, the usual pilot format has been 
augmented to fit the needs of a realignment document. Math is Action is a Type 2 Odyssey program for grades 
2-5 that meets weekly for 40 minutes.  

Students involved in this program typically have above grade level ability in mathematics, problem 
solving, and creativity. Although a number of units are taught at each grade level throughout the year, this pilot 
focuses on realigning and differentiating two specific units per grade level.  

Other current units have been aligned to fit Grade standards, however, due to time constraints, 
differentiation will occur throughout the school year as time permits. 
 
 
 
Asia – A Journey Through Climate, Geography And Culture 
Authors: Karen Bisso, Scott Keeney, Chris Boulé 
Grade/Age Level: Grade 9 
Overview: 

This is an integrated CTM unit to include student taking Earth Science, English and Global 9. The theme 
is focused on Geographical features and Weather/Climate Patterns affect the culture and history of a people. It 
will start with the introduction of topographic/political maps of Southern and Eastern Asia. Lessons will include 
topography, climate and natural resources of this region while examining its effects on lifestyle, culture and 
economy of the Asian people.  

Additional time will be spent introducing script writing, newspaper article creation and examining 
folklore used to explain weather occurrences and natural phenomenon. Earth science will address relevant 
concepts in the areas of: weather, plate tectonics, river systems and topographical landforms. Once completed, 
these concepts will be brought together in one relevant unit to run concurrently with the introduction of this 
subject in English/Global and a culminating activity.  
 
 
 
Comprehensive Sight-reading for Singers 



Authors: Celia Strebendt, William Verity 
Grades: 6-12 
Overview: 

The ability to sight-read (sing or play at sight with minimal prior auditory input) is essential to all 
performing musicians at all levels. The ability to sight-read with accuracy dramatically reduces the time spent in 
learning either solo or ensemble literature. Without this ability, the musician is reduced to rote learning that 
requires an additional person to play the desired tonal material, and requires that the student in question 
possesses an excellent tonal memory. Tonal memory is not necessarily reliable over time; therefore, the 
accuracy of the music to be performed comes into question.  

Imagine how students would perform on an academic test if they had to rely only on material that was 
read to them! All musicians, both instrumentalists and singers, need to know how to sight-read. Instrumentalists 
need to audiate performance materials in order to assess accuracy. Singers have an additional burden: they do 
not have the mechanical (tactile) advantage of the instrumentalists in that they cannot depress, for example, a 
certain number of fingers and be somewhat assured that a certain note will play.  

In order for singers to accurately sight-read, they must know in advance the tonal relationship between 
scale degrees and intervals. (note combinations) The use of the “moveable Do” solfege method and the 
rhythmic counting method espoused by the PCSD Music Department helps singers to develop these skills so 
that they can become independent singers. The focus of this project is to integrate a comprehensive sight-
reading program into the 6 – 12 grade choral ensembles.  

The purpose of this program is not only to establish a Middle School to High School overall curriculum, 
but also to allow for a seamless “hand-off”, specifically, between grades 8 and 9.  
 
 
 
Connecting the Dots: Using the Six Plus One Model to Teach Writing in all Content Areas 
Authors: Debra Favro, Nona Garrand, Nancy Strack 
Grade: Six (can be adapted) 
Overview: 
“Learn as much by writing as by reading.” Lord Acton  

Connecting the Dots is a learning unit designed to help students become more capable writers in all 
content areas. Our plan involves incorporating the Six plus One Traits of Writing format into core curriculum 
areas. Using Six plus One not only defines quality writing, but also provides teachers, students and parents with 
a common language for discussing and improving writing.  

Recent research shows that students learn content in all curricular areas more effectively through 
writing. Our learning unit will provide teachers with creative, practical and flexible writing activities based on 
NYS standards in core content areas. Time constraints have traditionally been a barrier to incorporating writing 
in non-ELA areas. This unit offers a format that is quick to administer, and provides meaningful opportunity for 
students to collect and analyze information and deliver it with clarity and conviction.  

The Six plus One model allows for easy differentiation of assignments to fit varying needs of learners, 
as well as an established model for consistent, constructive feedback. Our goal is to develop writers whose work 
across the curriculum is focused, shows depth of understanding and is fresh and unique. Students will know that 
quality writing is not confined to the ELA classroom.  
 
 
 
Cyberville / Cyberciudad / Cybercity – A cyber unit designed to enhance Foreign 
Language Instruction, Review, and Retention 
Authors: Jacquelyn Germain, Elizabeth Luscombe 
Grade: 8 in 2nd Year of Foreign language 
Overview: 



The foreign language unit on the city is a very broad unit that encompasses a diverse and full range of 
vocabulary and grammar. The material covered in this unit is recycled in many future units of foreign language 
study and as such is ideal for creating a review base for 8th grade students to revisit in preparation for the NYS 
Languages other than English (LOTE) Proficiency Examination given in June of the 8th grade year.  

This learning unit integrates technology into foreign language instruction by linking materials to an 
online workbook that is designed by the instructor and accessible by students via instructor’s website or public 
folder on school server. Using the Quia website via a school subscription, instructors can create 16 different 
types of online activities, including flashcards, matching, concentration (memory), word search, battleship, 
challenge board, columns, cloze exercises, hangman, jumbled words, ordered list, patterns, picture perfect, pop-
ups, rags to riches (a quiz show style trivia game), and scavenger hunt.  

Students have access to all materials online, either from school computers or those at home, creating a 
means to offer not only unit instruction enhancement, but also a review locale for future needs.   
 
 
 
Epidemic: Fact, Fiction, Flashback, & Future 
Authors: The Global Citizens Team: Mal Cutaiar, Kate Messner, Barbara Napper, Russell Puschak 
Grade: Six 
Overview: 

The purpose of this project is to explore the historical, sociological, and scientific implications of 
epidemics in the past, present, and future, with an emphasis on problem solving and literacy as tools for 
prevention. Using the historical novel Fever: 1793 as a jumping off point, we’ll analyze the spread of several 
major historical epidemics worldwide and in our own community. Students will compare these historical 
examples to current worldwide epidemics and threats of pandemics such as the avian flu, comparing prevention 
and treatment technologies with those available in the past.  

The unit will culminate with a scientists’ symposium in which student researchers present results of their 
historical research with recommendations for how that information may be applied to current threats. This will 
challenge students to read a number of non-fiction, scientific texts, with specific comprehension strategies to 
practice in encountering such texts. 
 
 
 
It Really Matters! 
Authors: Brandy Ducatte and Lisa Frechette 
Grade: 1 
Overview: 

Enduring Understanding “Everything found everywhere in the universe-from the farthest star to the 
smallest speck of dust-is made of matter in an incredible variety of forms.” (Matter, Eyewitness Science, 1992). 
Students will know:  
• That objects are composed of parts too small to be seen without magnification.  
• That objects can be grouped according to their physical characteristics.  
• The effects of heating and cooling on solids, liquids, and gases.  
• That the same material can exist in different states.  
• The physical properties of ice, water, and steam.  
• The definitions of the words: matter, mass, solid, liquid, gas, evaporate, dissolve.  
 
 
 
Never Again How Storytelling Can Save Us 
Authors: Andrew Ducharme, English 8 Karen Rock, English 8 



Overview: 
This long-term interdisciplinary unit on the Holocaust focuses on how story-telling can save us from 

repeating humanity’s darkest hour. The unit will span six weeks, culminating with a dramatic performance of 
student-synthesized monologues written from the point of view of characters in The Diary of Anne Frank. 
Student performances will be given in the auditorium in front of an audience of their peers. The unit will consist 
of reading and analyzing informational print sources, maps, and charts through technology, as well as reading 
and analyzing an allegory, poetry, and a play.  

Our assessments will allow students to demonstrate their knowledge of the events leading up to the 
Holocaust, historical figures, related vocabulary, the purpose of allegorical fiction, and the elements of drama. 
Students will also help raise awareness of Holocaust issues by decorating butterfly cutouts with poems by the 
children of Terezin Concentration Camp. These butterflies will become a part of Houston Memorial Museum’s 
Butterfly Exhibit. The museum is constructing an exhibit of 1.5 million butterflies to commemorate the loss of 
1.5 million children in the Holocaust.  

Students will reflect on their learning experience through journal writing. This unit will meet New York 
State character education requirements as it will focus on the civic values of justice and tolerance. It will also 
address district goals of 6+1 writing, differentiated instruction, and reading in the content areas. Students will 
apply the principles of 6+1 traits writing to their synthesized monologues and reading response journal entries.  

The variety of reading materials and mediums (poetry, artwork, performance and movement, and 
reading) will allow us to differentiate instruction and appeal to many learning styles. Finally, Holocaust-related 
text will build reading comprehension in history.  
 
 
 
Podcasting - Learning Through Teaching With Technology 
Authors: Kevin Larkin, Kathy Donelli, and Marjorie Light 
Grade: Seventh Grade Flamingo Team, including special education push-in students.  
Overview: 

Students will create podcasts highlighting each of the Thirteen Colonies, including historical 
ramifications, culture, and famous people. In order to create podcasts, students will research assigned topics in a 
small group before creating scripts similar to a National Public Radio broadcast.  

The students will use GarageBand to record their scripts and produce an original musical jingle to help 
segue the sections together. In the event a student is unable to create the musical section, he or she can use the 
professional loops available in the GarageBand program. Next, the students will export their recording to 
iTunes in order for it to be finally uploaded into the iTune Music Store podcasting section.  

The podcasts are available for free for the public to download in an education section especially made 
for K-12 students. Additionally, students will create an auxiliary page to accompany the podcast, which would 
have visual aids such as maps and pictures, as well as display links to sites with further information on the 
subject. The pages are displayed to anyone downloading the podcast, which helps increase the teachable 
moment.  

This type of learning unit has been done on various topics with other middle school students with great 
success, as outlined in the attached article. GarageBand is a program that is user-friendly and easily accessible. 
Moreover, it appeals to a wide variety of learning styles. This is available on both a CD and a DVD  
 
 
 
Promoting Writing in the Resource Room Setting 
Authors: Heather Sullivan, Jeri Charlebois 
Grade: The high school resource room is composed of no more than five special education students. Each 
student comes to the resource room with individual areas of needs that are to be addressed by the special 
education teacher on an individual basis. 
Overview: 



The ability to convey one’s thoughts in writing is an essential skill. Writing provides us with a record of 
our thoughts, allowing us to reflect, analyze, review, clarify, and change our message to reflect our true 
intentions. Applying the writing process in an effective manner is a vital skill for all students.  

Based on the Six Plus One Traits of Writing Model, resource room teachers will guide their students in 
becoming better writers. Students will have the opportunity to improve their writing skills using assignments 
from their general education classes. Students will become confident, enthusiastic writers as they transition into 
life after high school.  
 
 
 
Quadratic Equations With A Graphing Calculator 
Authors: Pamela Frederick & Susan LaPierre 
Grade: Math III students – advanced sophomores or juniors 
Overview: 

Parabolas (quadratic equations) are found not only in nature, but also in architecture. In nature the 
parabolic path can be found in the path of a moving object, a bullet leaving a gun, or a rocket. In engineering, 
the parabolic shape can be seen in buildings and cathedrals, suspension bridges, and amusement park rides.  

The graphing calculator is a powerful tool for representing mathematical concepts and in our ever 
changing technological society it is imperative that our students learn to use it efficiently and effectively.  This 
tool allows multiple representations of mathematical concepts, including the quadratic equation or parabola. In 
this unit students will utilize the graphing calculator to investigate and solve quadratic equation word problems.  

Students will investigate quadratic word problems using multiple approaches: algebraically, graphically, 
and by a table of values (ordered pairs). This provides students with a more varied and meaningful way to 
interpret data and make predictions. By integrating the graphing calculator into our curriculum, students will be 
able to focus on the concept rather than the calculations alone.  

Our goal is to enhance students’ understanding of mathematical concepts, to create opportunities for an 
experimental approach to mastering and solving problems, and to promote independent learning and more 
complex problem solving ability.  
 
 
 
The Roots of the Constitution 
Authors: Neil Bowlen, Kathy Stark, Jennifer McCoy 
Grade: High School, U.S. History 
Overview: 

This team of two social studies teachers and special education teacher have developed a unit that 
includes documents, literature and integrated lessons to teach the origins and workings of the U.S. Constitution. 
It explores the layout and its impact on today’s America. Students will learn how the Constitution binds us yet 
also allows for spirited debate. The elements of this unit will encompass all learning styles and levels of 
understanding This is available on both CD and DVD  
 
 
 
Test Taking As Genre 
Authors: Dan Devins, Catherine Hite 
Grades: 2-3 
Overview: 

The purpose of this unit is to introduce students to the genre and expectations of English Language Arts 
Standardized Tests. With the No Child Left Behind legislation, students are required to take New York State 
Standardized tests from Third Grade to high school.  



It is imperative students develop a mindset for test-taking that is different from the one they have 
developed for everyday assignments. This can be accomplished through embedding a repertoire of methods and 
strategies into the curriculum that will aid in understanding the test format and test-taking process. This will 
also avoid test preparation taking over the regular grade level curriculum. We have developed and complied 
strategies and approaches for test taking as a genre that can be taught within the regular English Language Arts 
curriculum.  
Some of these strategies developed in this Test-taking as a Genre Unit include:  
• Identifying genres of a test passage and the questions based on this type of literature  
• Techniques for “whole body listening” for the listening passage  
• Practical strategies for multiple-choice questions  
• Note-taking strategies for listening passage  
• Formulate answers to short-response questions with appropriate scaffolding (topic sentence, related details, 

closing sentence)  
• Strategies to minimize student test-anxiety  
• Suggestions for parents to ease test-anxiety for their children  
 


