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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL:
In November, we learned that the footbridge that connected Plattsburgh High School to the Southside
of the City of Plattsburgh would need to be shut down due to the results of a recent inspection.
This news was quite a surprise and I’m proud of the quick response that was organized by our district
leadership team. Within a few days, a forum was held and the district developed a plan for providing
transportation services for all students within the district for the winter months. It was decided that the
district would partner with the Clinton County Public Transit (CCPT) to offer students a means of getting
to and from school for free. The district will cover all costs for any student within the district that wants
to ride the bus, not just those who are affected by the closure of the bridge.
The Superintendent, Mr. Lebrun, and the Director of Management, Mr. Baroody, recently met with
students on three separate occasions in the PHS library to review the schedule for CCPT buses and to
discuss the process by which students will be able to access CCPT services for free. Students were
provided with busing schedules and stops for getting picked up and dropped off. Additionally, they
were told that they would be able to use the CCPT busing by showing their school-provided student
identification. Students who do not have their identification should contact me to let me know and I will
arrange for a new ID to be created.
If you have questions about the routes for the CCPT buses, please use the following website link:
www.clintoncountypublictransit.com. You can also contact CCPT at (518) 561-1452 should you have
questions after looking at the CCPT website.
The future of the footbridge is an on-going concern for many people in the community. Please know
that we will be providing updates regarding any new developments in future issues of The Hornet
Herald.

Below, you will find the schedules that relate to our student’s usage of the CCPT buses:

PHS Hosts Poet and Author Maria Hummel

Students in ELA 11 recently read the novel Motherland, which was written by
Vermont Poet and Author Maria Hummel. Following their discussions, Mrs.
Manchester arranged for Ms. Hummel to visit PHS on November 14th.
The students were able to ask questions about the novel. Hummel also talked
about the process of writing from her own experiences and the process of getting
one’s work published. Many students stayed after the presentation to talk to her
about their own interest in writing and to ask more detailed and personal questions.
Maria Hummel won the 2013 APR/Honickman First Book Prize. Her books include a book of poetry,
House and Fire, and two novels, Wilderness Run and Motherland. Her latest novel, Still Lives, will be
released in 2018.

PHS Receives Grant From Our Local Maplefields:
On November 15th, Plattsburgh High School was visited by a representative from our local Maplefields.
She was here to present us with a check for $500 through the Exxon Mobil Educational Alliance
Program. This program provides grant money focused on improving students’ educational opportunities
in science and math, based upon the belief that “it is fundamentally important to encourage the next
generation to pursue studies and careers involved in these fields.”
We are very thankful for this donation. It has been donated to the Plattsburgh High School Science Club
and will directly support our students’ efforts to develop their talents in the STEM (Science-TechnologyEngineering-Math) fields.

Important Dates in December at Plattsburgh High School:
12/5

Homeroom Bell Schedule

12/7

Board of Education Meeting at Duken, 7:00-9:00 pm

12/11

PHS Winter Concert in the PHS Auditorium, 7:00-9:00 pm

12/12

Early Release Day

12/13

CSO Meeting in the PHS Conference Room, 7:00-8:00 pm

12/14

Last Day of the Second Quarter Interim Period

12/23-1/1

Winter Break – No School For Students or Faculty

Plattsburgh High School Welcomes New School Resource Officer:
After working with us for many years, Plattsburgh City Police Department Officer Chris Clarke has been
promoted and will no longer be working with us as the school’s resource officer. We wish him the best
of luck as he begins this new stage in his career.
The new school resource officer for PHS is now Juvenile Officer Charles Wolff. He has already begun
working on our campus and is getting to know our students better. Should you need to contact him, you
can contact the Plattsburgh City Police Department’s dispatch at (518) 563-3411.

Now that we’ve gotten through the first one-fourth of the year, we’d like to offer some quick reminders
regarding processes and procedures for the remainder of the year. Please take the time to read through
the topics below:


Attendance: It’s important for us to know why students are out of school for reports that we
make to the State, as well as for teacher information. To be considered an “excused” absence, a
note from a parent or guardian is needed. When students are out for a medical appointment, a
note or fax from the office is helpful. Our fax number is (518) 561-1895. The Board of Education
has listed the following reasons for excused absences and tardies:
o Personal sickness or injury
o Sickness or death in the family
o Impassable roads
o Religious observance
o Medical or dental appointments
o School-approved supervised trips
o Approved college visits
o Required court attendance
o Quarantine
o Military obligations
o Other reasons authorized by the Principal or Superintendent of Schools.



Changes of Address and/or Phone Numbers: When changing one’s address, parents and
guardians must go to the District Office to present three proofs of residency. We have found
that many of the phone numbers provided by parents and guardians are no longer in use.
Please contact Lori Schudde at (518) 561-7500, extension 5071, to update your phone numbers
when they change.



Parking Lots: All of our main parking lots, which are located on the Adirondack Lane, Rugar
Street, and George Angell Drive sides of the building, are one way roads. Please be aware of this
as you enter the parking lots. There have been several near misses lately because drivers have
entered or exited the parking lots going the wrong way.

Socktoberfest News:
Led by Ms. Hanna Tubbs, one of our science teachers and co-advisor of both the Student Association
and the After-Prom Party Team, PHS collected 2,066 new pairs of socks for the second year of our
participation in the annual Socktoberfest event. A large bag of socks has now been given to each school
in the Plattsburgh City School District for distribution to families in need.

“Not My Kid”
What Every Parent Should Know

Monday, January 29th from 6pm to 7pm
Stafford Middle School Auditorium
This is a facilitated viewing and group discussion for parents, guardians,
and interested community members.
 The video, created by two fathers, runs 17 minutes. The discussion
will be facilitated by Clinton County Coalition to Prevent Suicide
member, Bonnie Black of Behavioral Health Services North.
 Reactions, questions, concerns will begin this lifelong conversation
you will have with your family members.
 Suicide is the second leading cause of death for young people.
 Let’s learn more.
 Local and national resources are made available at the conclusion of
this evening’s event.

